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FROM THE BLLIGIOU: INQUIRER 


Supreme love to God. 


“& Thou shall love the Lord thy God, with 
all thy heart, and with all thy sou’, and with 
all thy strength. This isthe first command- 
pent.” 


Every person who carefully reads the serip- 
tures, will at once see that they are perfeetly | 
uniform in their requirements. Whenever 
they speak of our duty to our Creator, they 
demand that we should exercise supreme and 
anfeigned affection towards him ; that we should 
love him with all the heart, might, mind, 
.wrength. 

Heuce the Almighty in his communications 
to the children of Israel, enforced this, as the 
frst, and greatest commandment. He said un- 
to them, “And now Israel, what doth the 
Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the 
Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to 
love him, and to serve him with all thy 
soul.” 

And it is perfectly obvious to every candid 
and reflecting person, that this command is e- 
qually binding on every moral and intelligent 
being. It isa requisition made to the whole 
gace of man; to every nation, kindred, tongue 
and people; for all are the offspring of God, 
and are under the greatest obligation to love, 
serve, and adore him, and this requirement, be- 
ing from Heaven, it may be urged with all the 
authority which inspiration possesses ; and en- 
forced upon the most rational principles ; in as 
much es an observation of it is indispensable to 
our happiness. God in infinite wisdom and 
goodness, has so connected our happiness with 
our duty, that the performance of every 
Tequirement of the Most High, necessarily 
augments our felicity, and diminishes the sor- 
rows and disquietude of human life. In keep- 
ing the commandments of Gud there is great 
reward. To love, our heavenly Father, the 
Father of the spirits of all flesh, with all the 





soul and mind, is the greatest happiness which | 
it ls possible for mortalsto obtain. How im- 


portant then it is, that we attend to this com 
mand, 

But in urging the preformance of this duty, 
there is one particular which should be duly 
considered, and that is, a necessity that prop> 
er motives should be held up to view, a8 in- 
ducements for us to comply with this divine ra 
quirement. We cannot love God, without mo- 
lives proper to excite ourlove. Affection, ef 
ther human or divine, cannot be forced. There 
must be sume cause to produce love. There 
must be some motive presented to call into exe 
ercise the affection of the soul. And the 
question arises, what must this cause be? And 
the answer of it naturally follows, it must be ei- 
ther real 0. supposed goodness and excellence, 
in the object presented forus to love, No pere 
son ever loved an object without seeing, or 


fancying that he saw, some degree of excel- 


lence or amiableness in the object of his affec- 
tion. And ouresteem or affection towards an 
object is generally proportioned to the goodness 
we discover in it, and the excellency of those 
traits which constitute its character. Itis. im- 
— io draw forth the affections of the 

art by any compulsory means. Andit is e- 
qually impossibie for one to love an object, 
which is in itself unlovely, unamiable, or hate. 


Thus it will appear obvious to every ean- 
did and reflecting mind, that, in order for us to 
love God, we must contemplate him asa being 
** altogether lovely ;” as a being who is wore 
thy of theaffection of our hearts; who is ip 
the possession of every adorable excellency. 

If we viewthe Almighty asa hateful revengee 
ful being ; if we persuade ourselves to believe 
that he is cruel, unjust, and wnmerciful; we 
cannot love him. We may fear, we may 
dread such a being 5 butt» dove him is impos. 
sible as it is to move the universe from its foun. 
dation. To love God, we mus: believe him to 
be our eternal and unchangeable Friend ; we 
must believe that he is good to all, and that his 
tender mercies are over all his works, and that 
he designs the happiness of the whole race of 
man. In fine; we must believe chat he is, 
what the scriptures represent him to be, in es 
sence, Love. 

This being the case, it will be seen, that ix 
is necessary that correct principles should be 
instilled into the mind, that we may be led to 
love our Creator; to love him with all the 
heart, might, mind and streagih. 

Our great reason, and £ know not but I may 
add, the only reason which prevents men from 
loving thefr Geeator, is, that they imbibe incog* 
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rect and erroneous views respecting his divine 
character. They have been taught, and in| 
correctly believe, that their Maker is unfriend= 
ly towards them ; that he is filled with impla-' 
cable vengeance and wrath ; and that he wilh 
exercise his indignation, by consigning une 
numbered myriads of his rational and depend- 
ant offspring to the abodes ofa ceaseless, im- 
mortal hell ! 

Now, if this be a true and correct represen- 
tation of the character of God; _ if that Being, 
who made the heaven and the earth, and all 
things that in them are, be possessed of the dis- 
position this sentiment attributes to him, I would 
ask, if it be possible for man to love him? Is it 
possible for man to love a beimg, whose insatia- 
ble vengeance, like an all-devouring flame, is 
ready to burst upon him, and consume him with 
eternal anguish? Can he look up to a being, 
whvse uncontrolable vengeance, like a blast of 
desolation, is ready to fall upon him, and sink 
him to the regions of unspeakable torment, and 
say, this God I love ; this being with all his 
wrath, and indignation, I revere and adore, 
It is impossible, utterly, absolutely impossible. 

* We love God’ says the apostle ‘ because 
he first loved us.’ A conviction that God is 
Love, and that he so loved us, as to send his 
only begotten Son to be a propitiation for our 
sins, ond noi for ours only, but for the sins of 
the whole world, is alone calculated to excite 
in our bosoms supreme and unfeigned love to 
him. 

If we possess unshaken confidence in the 
unlimited goodness of our heavenly Father, 
and sincerely believe him to be our kind 
friend »nd beuefactor ; if we look up to him as 
our Saviour, and the ‘ Sav-onr of all men’ 
then we shall naturally be inclined to love him 
with the present affection of our souls, And 
in the fulness of our gratitude and Jove, we 
shall be induced toexclaimin the lamguage of 
the Psalmist “ I praise thee O Lord, with my 
whole heart. I willbe glad and rejoice in thee; 
I will sing praises to thy name, O thou Most 
High.” We shall daly comply with the sac- 
red and divine injunction. “Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy weg & . 


Stafford Springs, Nov. 16. 


Out of thy own mouth will I condemn thee. 

“IfI believedin aniversal salvation, ( would 
steal, cheat, rub, murder, and indulge in all man- 
ner of sins.” This is the grand argument which 


is daily reiterated against universalism. It has 
been urged with great vehemence by a Rev. 
Clergyman, not many thousand miles from this 
village, in his public administration, Now we 
are willing this argument should have its whole 
weight against the doctrine of the restiution, 
and we wish it might, Ausu, have its whole 
we: hi in convieting those who urge it, of the 
depr. vity of their own hearts. They virtually 





tell us, in this argument, that the inclination of 


thei hearts are #0 rob, steal, murder, &c. and 
all that restrains them from indulging their evi! 
propeusities, is the fear of endless hell.—Thus 
out of their ownmouths they are condemned— 
from their own confession they are convicted 
of a wicked and murderous disposition ! If 4 
man would commit murder were it not for fear 
of the gallows—if this is all that stays his dead. 
ly weapon, is he not a murderer in his own heart? 
Is he not a murderer in the sight of God? And 
also if these people, as they tell us, would rob 
and murder and irdulge in all manner of sins, 
if they believed in universal salvation, must they 
not stand convicted before a heart-searching 
and rein-trying God. 

Again, is it possible that those who make 
use of this argument, are acquainted with, and 
live in the enjoyment of religion, when. they 
ver, they would forsake this enjoyment for the 
enjoyment of sin and guilt, were it not for fear 
of a future endless hell. Holy men of old who 
were moved by the Holy Ghiost, testified that 
im keeping the commandments thers is great re 
ward—great peace have they that love thy law 
—and that wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasant. 
ness, and all her paths are peace. They also 
testified that the way of the transgressor is hard 
—that' there is no peace to the wicked, and that 
the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it 
cannot rest. Now can we suppose that these 
holy men of old would have been inclined to 
have departed from the enjoyments of virtue, 
and the pleasant paths of wisdom, to indulge in 
the rugged and hard way of transgression, were 
it not for the fear of an endless hell ? Certaiuily 
we cannot suppose it. Yet men of these mod- 
ern days who pretead to be holy, say if they 
believed in universal salvation they would in 
dulge in all manner of sins ; therefore modern 
holy men are somewhat different from holy me 
of old. 

But what still increases our astonishment at 
the wielders of this argument, is to hear themso 
often condemning depraved sinners for their 
selfish hearts. They say that sinners are dic- 
tated in all their acions by selfish motives.— 
Then, when they have thoroughly denounced 
and condemned the sinner for his selfish dispo- 
sition, they immediately hold out to him as 
selfish a motive as ever dictated mortals. They 
warn him to flee iniquity for fear of endless 
torment—they invite bim to become righteous 
to obtain heaven hereafter. They confess these 
are the motives of their actions, declaring if 
they believed in universal salvation they would 
indulge in all manner of sins. Now what can 
be more selfish and mercenary than to do good 
for sake of reward, and toabstain from wicked- 
ness for fear of punishment. 

To conclude, whatever view we take of the 
above darling argument, we are driven to the 
irresistible conclusion that they who urge it, are 
either insineere and hypocritical in advancing 
this argument, or that they are so entirely des- 
titute of any internal principle of moral virtue, 
that nothing. bus the fear hell protects our livesy 





G 


PEL ADVOCATE. 


887 





dur families and property from their unhallow- 
ed ravages. They say were it pot for an end- 
less hell, or if they believed in universal salva- 
tion they would indulge in ald manner of sins ; 
therefore, the fear of hell is all that keeps them 
within due bounds, and even this appears not 
to be always efficient-—-Candid Examiner. 
ETERNITY OF GOD, 

We receive such :e eed _ intimations 
of deeay in the world through which we are 
passing ; decline and change and loss, follow 
decline and change and loss in such rapid suc- 
cession, that we can almost catch the sound of 
universal wasting, and hear the work of desola- 
tion going on busily around us, “ The moun- 
tain falling cometh to nought, and the rock is 
removed out of his place. The waters wear 
the stones, the things which grow out of the 
dust of the earth are washed away, and the 
hope of man is destroyed.” Conscious of our 
own instability, we look about for something to 
rest on, but we look in vain. The heavens 
and the earth had a beginning, and they will 
have an end. The face of the world ischan- 
ing daily and hourly, All animated things 
grow old and die, The rocks crumble, the 
trees fall, the leaves fade, and the grass with- 
ers. The ciouds are flying, aad the waters are 
flowing away from us. 

The firmest works of man, too, are clea 


giving way, the iyy clings to the moulde 


tower, the brier hangs out from the shatter 
window, and the wallflower springs from the 


disjointed stones. The founders of these per- 
ishable works have shared the same fate long 
ago. If we look back to the days of our an- 
cestors, to the men as well as the dwellings of 
former times, they become immediately asso- 
ciated in our imaginations, and only make 
the feeling of instability stronger and deeper 
than before. In the spacious domes which 
ouce held our fathers, the serpent hisses, and 
the wild bird screams. The halls, which once 
were crowded with all that taste, and science, 
and Jabor could procure which resounded with 
melody, and were lighted up with beauty, are 
buried by their own ruins, mocked by their own 
desolation, The voice of merriment, and of 
wailing, the steps of the busy and the idle have 
ceased in the deserted courts, and the weeds 
choke the entrance, and the long grass waves 
upon the hearthstone. The works of art, the 
forming hand, the tombs, the very ashes they 
contained, are all gone. 

While we thus walk among the ruins of the 
past, a sad feeling of insecurity comes over us ; 
and that feeling is by no means diminished 
when we arrive at home. If we turn to our 
friends, we can hardly speak to them before 
they bid us farewell, “We see thein for a few 
moments, and in a few moments more their 
countenances are changed, and they are sent 
away. It matters not how near and dear they 
are. The ties which bind us together are nev- 
ef tea close to be parted, or too strung to be 


tee Tears were never known to moye 
e king of terrors, neither is it enough that we 
are compelled to surrender one, or two, or ma~ 
of those we love ; for though the orice is so 
gre, we buy no favor with it, and our hold on 
jose who remain is as slight as ever. Tho 
shadows all elude our grasp, and follow one 
another down the valley. We gain ne confi- 
dence, then, no feeling of security, by turning 
to our contemporaries and kindred. We know 
that the forms, which are breathing wround us, 
are as shorilived and fleeting as those were, 
which have been dust for centuries. The set- 
sation of vanity, uncertainty, and ruin is equal- 
ly strong, whether we muse on what has long 
been prostrate, or gaze on what is falling now, 
or will fall so soon. 

If every thing which comes under our notice 
has endured for so short a time, andin so short 
a tine will be no more, we cannot say that we 
receive the least assurance by thinking on our- 
selves. When they, on whose fate we have 
been meditating, were engaged in the active , 
scenes of life, as full of health and hope as we 
are now, what were we? We had no knowl- 
edge, no consciousness, no being; there was 
nota single thing in the wide universe which 
knew us. And after the same interval shall 
have elapsed, which now divides their days 
from ours, what shall we be? What they are 
now. When a few more friends have left, a 
few more hopes déceived, and a few more chan- 


}ges mocked us, “ we shall be brought to the 


grave, and shall remain in the tomb: the clods 
of the valley shall be sweet unto us, and every 
man shall follow us, as they are innumerable 
before us.” All power will have forsaken the 
strongest, and the loftiest will be laid low, and 
every eye will be closed, and every voice husb- 
ed, and every heart will have ceased its beat- 
ing. And when we have gone ourselves, even 
our"mem6fies will not stay behind us long. A 
few of the near and dear will bear our likeness 
in their bosoms, till they too have arrived at 
the end of their journey,and entered the dark 
dwelling of unconsciousness. In the thoughts 
of others we shall live only till the last sound of 
the bell, which informs them of our departure 

has ceased to vibrate in their ears. A stone, 

perhaps, may tell some wanderer where we 

ie, when we came here, and when we went ae 

way; but even that will soon refuse to bear us 

record: “ time’s effacing fingers” will be busy 

on its surface, and at length will wear it smooth ; 

and then the stone itself will sink, or crumble, 

and the wanderer of another age will pass, with- 

out a single call upon his sympathy, over our 

unheeded graves. 

Is there nothing to counteract the sinking of 
the heart, which must be the effect of observa- 
tions like these ? Is there no'substance among 
all these shadows ? If all who live and breathe 
around us are the creatures of yesterday, atid 
destined to see destruction to-morréw ; if the 





same condi is our own, and the same sen- 
tence is wri inst us; ifthe solid forms 
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of inanimate nature and laborious art are fadi 
and falling; if we look ia vain for durability to 
the very rvots of the mountains where shall we 
turn, and on what can we rely ? Can no sup- 
portbe offered; can no source of confidence be 
named ? Oh yes! there is one Being to whom 
we can look with a perfect conviction of finding 
that security, which nothing about us can give, 
and which nothing about us can take away.— 
To this Being we can lift up our souls, and on 
him we may rest them, exclaiming in the lan- 
guage of the monarch of Israel. 
mountains were brought forth, or ever thou 
hadst formed the earth and the world, even, from 
everlasting to everlasting thou art God.” “ Of 
old hast thou laid the foundations of the earth, 
and the heavens are the werk of thy hands.— 
They shall perish, but thou shalt endure, yea, 
all of them shall wax old like a garment, as a 
vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall 
be changed, but thou art the same, and thy 
years shall have no end.” 

The eternity of God is a sudject of contem- 
plation, which at the same time that it over- 
whelms us with astonishment and awe, affords us 
animmoveatle ground of confidence in the midst 
ofa changing world. All things which sur- 
round us, all these dying mculdering inhabitants 
of time, must have had a Creator, for the plain 
reason that they could nut have created them- 
selves. And their Creator must have existed 


“Before the | 


ig which stood from everlasting, and will remain 


forever. When we have looked on the pleags 
ures of life, and they have vanished aways 
when we have looked on the works of nature 
and perceived that they were changing ; on the 
monuments of art, and sees that they would 
not stand ; on our friends, and they have fled 
while we were gazing ; on ourselves, and felt 
that we were as fleeting as they; when we have 
1 ‘oked on every object to which we could turn 
| our anxious eyes, and they have all told usthag 
they could give us no hope nor support, because 
| they were so feeble themselves; we can look 
| to the throne of God: change and decay have 
never reached that; the revolution of ages hag. 
never moved it; the waves of an eternity have 
been rushing past it, but it has remained unsha- 
ken : the waves of another eternity are rushing 
towards it, but it is fixed, and can never be dis- 
turbed, 
And blessed be Gd, who has assured us by 
a revelation from himself, that the throne of e 
ternity is likewise a throne of mercy and love; 
who has permitted and invited us to repost 
ourselves and our hopes on that which alone 
is everlasting and unchangeable. We shall 
shortly finish our allotted time on earth, even 
should it be unusually prolonged. We shall 
leave behind us all which is now familiar and 
beloved, and a world of other days and other 
mien wiil be entirely ignorant that we once liv. 





from all eternity, for the plajn reason, that the 
first cause must necessarily be upecaused. 
we cannot suppose a beginning without a cause 
of existence must be self-existent, and could 
have had no beginning. And, as it had no be- 
ginning, so also, as it is beyond the reach ofall 
influence and control, as it is independent and 
almighty, it will have no end. 


_ Here then is a support, which will never fail ; | 


here is a foundation which can never be mov- 
ed—the everlasting Creator of countless worlds, 
* the high and Jofty One that inhabiteth eterni- 
ty.” Whata sublime comparison! He inhab- 
its eternity, occupies this inconceivable dura- 
tion, pervades and fills throughout this bound- 
less dwelling. Ages on ages before even the 
dust of which we are formed was created, HE 
had existed in infinite majesty, and ages on a- 
ges will roll away after we haye all returned to 
the dust whence we were taken, and still ne 
will exist in infinite majesty, living in the eter- 


As} 
| ges, and from his remembrance we shall never 
| be blotted. We can never be where he is not, 


ed. But the sane unalterable Being will still 
preside oyer the universe, through all its chan 


nor where he sees and loves and upholds us 
net. He is our Father and our God for ever. 
He takes us froin earth that he may lead us to 
Heaven, that he may refine our nature from all 
its principles and corruption, share with us his 
own immortality, admit us to his everlasting 
habitation, and crown us with his eternity. 
Greenwood. 
Solid Comfort—May be copiously derived 
from the following sources? a quiet conscience, 
health, liberty, one’s time, one’s own, or if not 
usefully, wee ae J and moderately employed 
by others : ‘a freedom from inordinate passions 
of all kinds; a habit of living within one’s in- 
come, and of saving something for extraordina- 
ry occasions; an ability arising from rational 





nity of his own nature, reigning in the plenitude | 


economy to defray all necessary expenses; 4 














of his own omnipotence, for ever sending forth | habit of good humor, and aptitude to be _pleas« 
the word, which forms, supports, and governs | ed rather than offended ; a preparation for ad- 
all things, commanding new created light to | versity.; love of one’s family; sincerity to 
shine on new created worlds, and raising up new | friends—benevolence to mankind—and piety 
created generations to inhabit them. to God. 

The contemplation of this glorioaps attribute 
of God, is fitted to excite in our minds the | 
most animating and consoling reflections.— ing by those. who have not business to employ 
Standing, as we are, amid the ruins@f time, and them. Nine tenths of mankind spend more 
the wrecks of mortality, wheré ev@ty thing a- time in positive idleness, neither in business 
bout us is created, and depen proceeding ; recreation, or needful repose, than is necessary, | 
from nothing, and hastening t ruction, we | if employed in judicious reading, to make thea” 
rejoice that something is pres (o our view | very intelligent members of society, fit for the. 


—_ 


Winter evenings should be occupied in read+ 
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‘be lative hall. But how many are ‘there wh o 
ae ent even read a newepeg” They hav 
not time, and can’t afford the expénse { ye 
they can idle away twoor three hoursin a day, 


and spend the price of half a dozen newspa- Pf 


pers, or a share ina  pobiic library, for rum to 
pour down their necks. 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


BUFFALO, FRIDAY, JAN. 5, 1827. 








PROVE ALL THINGS, HOLD F/8ST THAT W HICH ls Goo! 








THE REFORMED BAPTi:15—aGatn. 
In our forty sixth and forty seventh numbers we 


published the * Declaration of the Reformed Baptis! 
Churches in the state of North Carolina.” which set 
forth their determination to have no fellowship with 
those christians who adhered to tract, missionary. 
and other societies of the kind. The ground which 
they assumed, appeared tenable, and we could but 
rejoice that a redeeming spirit had began to prevail 
among them. But we feared that their ‘+ deelara- 
tion” would meet with a cold reception from other 
societies of that faith ; knowing that it would be for 
the interest of some to adhere io the begging system, 
we expected to hear that the effort on the part of the 
reformed churches would be but partia'ly if at all suc- 
cessful. But the following articles from the Retorm- 
er exhibit more promising results than we bad_apti- 
cipated. The information obtained by the dito: c 
the abovementioned paper, we are informed, is stich 





as may be relied-upoo. The correspondent says. 
** On the first Saturday in October, I attend- | 
ed the Kehukey Association for three days: 
The Declaration of the Reformed Baptist 
Churches was introduced and read on Satur- 
day, and ordered to lie on the table for con-. 
sideration until Monday, Monday it was read 
again, when some debate in its favor followed. , 
Two members then spoke in a warm and earn- | 


est manner in favor of Bible and Missionary | 


Societies only. The other scbemes for getting | 
money were left pretty much without defence. | 
It was easy to perceive from the countenances 
of the members, that all that was said in favor 
of the modern schemes and inventions of the 
present day to get money under pretence of 
‘preading religion, had but little effect. The 
talk of those who undertook their defence, 
seemed like lawyers pleading a bad cause be- 
fore a jury well acquainted with the circum- 
Stances and merits of the case. Among the 
numerous persons that attended the Association 
‘with whom I have conversed, I found but four 
persons against any one of the articles contained 
m the Declaration.—Those in favor of the De- 
tlaration, however, did not appear desirous to 
enter into much debate respecting it, being 
willing to leave it to the churches composing 
the Association, to reject or adopt it as they 
udged most suitable ; believing these churches 
he proper authority to make the decision. 
‘Accordingly it was by una imous voice refer- 





T6d to the churches te decide respecting it in 


38$ 


their letters to the next Association. Five 
churches, [belonging te this Association, ii is 
presumed} I was informed had already signed 
Declaration, and in the five churches there 
re but three dissenting vices, I also learn~ 
ed that the churches in the lower purt of the 
state would be unanimous in favor of the De- 
clatatior, and in the upper churches they would 
be much divided respecting some of the Arti’ 
cles, but that the final issue would be a division 
in favor of ihe Declaration.” 


Ax the Neuse Baptist Association, when the 
Association inet and proceeded to business in 
the usual way by reading letters, &c. several 
churches complained am: ng other things of the 
missionary proceedings which had been intros 
duced amoug them—others desired that thé 
Lord’s day might not be profaned by interrupt 
ing preaching to collect money. After thisy 
the Declaration made by the Reformed Baptist 
Churches was read and ordered to lie on the 
table for debate the nextday. On the next 
day the debate concerning the Declaration 
commenced. After considerable had been 
said by some of the members very much to 
the purpose, and a good deat by others but 
litle to the point, some of the Delegates arose 
for the purpose of leaving the Association; 
and considerable confusion took place. The 
Moder:tor, together with other brethren, des 
sired that the Delegates would take their seats 
for a few minutes, and requested twat they’ 
would remain with the Association one more 
year, observing that perhaps times might get 
better, They at length came-to this con- 
clusion, that if the Association would take a 
Vote on two things, and the decision was agree- 
ableto their views, they would continue long- 
er with the Association. After hearing their 
proposals, the Association agreed to do so. 
Both the things proposed were carried by a 
large miaderity, one of which was that no per- 
son undeF Missionary patronage, should be ad» 
mitted to a seatin their next Association. The 
brethren shen gave each other the right hand 
of fellowship, and many seemed rejoiced at 
the result. Says our correspondeni—* Almost 
every man you converse with in this part of the 
country, can tell you something about the tricks 
and schemes of missionaries to get money, in- 
somuch that many of the Baptists think as bad 
of them as they coof negro speculators. In- 
deed, if reports. be true, they resort to mea- 
sures to satisfy their craving desires for money, 
which men of only common honor would blash 
to own.” 





(he following corhmunication contains still later 
intelligence from North Carolina. } 

. FROM THE REFORMER. 

Mr. Editor—A few days since I was in 
company with a member of one of the Reform- 
ed Baptist Churches in the Raleigh Assucia~ 
tion, who was at the meeting of.the nine Re 
formed churches, noticed in pour Oerober nuxt-’ 
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ber. Much to the joy of those nine churches, 





there were thirteen or fourteen churches who 


entered the compact, and are called the Refor- | 


med Conference. ‘Two more of the churches | 


were ready to join them as soon as some ticeies 
difficulties could be settled in these two church- 
es. The thirteen churches have adopted 
nearly the same articles as are contained 
in the declaration of the nine Reformed Bap- 
tist Churches—declaring a non-fellowship with 
all money-collecting societies and anti-christian 
associations. 

These churches, I am informed, have great 
peace and concord among themselves, and some 
of the other party were present at their meet- 
ing, and wanted to known on what terms they 
could join and be united with them, They 
were told that they must adopt the articles con- 
tained in the Declaration, no part of whieh 
eould be given up. Ican assure you, Mr. 
Editor, that the cause of reformation is 





VO 


the water little by little, and so lose my life 
it were unawares. I trust, however, that 
a will accomp.my me to che water's edge, and 
give me your blessing.” 

The heagatne willingly consented, ang 
followed his disciple to the stream. As the 
latter went in, the priest loudly exhorted hin 
to be courageous, promising him perfect happi- 
ness in paradise.—The disciple was now in the 
water up to his neck, when turning to the priest, 
he said “ my dear master, before I die, grant 
me one favor: lend me your lingam that I may 
adore it ; after which I shall die contended.— 
The priest consented, and the disciple came to 
the bank, received the lingam, and re-entered 
the water. When he had got toa considera- 
ble depth, be let fall the lingam as if by acci 
dent ; and cried out with great apparent emo- 
tion, “Ah, sir! what a misfortaue ! your lin 
gam is also lost—it is gone to the bottom. A. 
| las! how sincerely I lament your fate! Yet 














making great progress among the people in | were :t not for my. attachment to your person; 
these parts, and among the churches of nearly | I should bless this accident as the happy means 
all sects. The few remaining advocates for | of obtaining for me the advantage of dying in 
modern missionary schemes, do not now hesi-| company with my spiritual guide. Yes, we 
tate even to confess that the cause of missions | must die together, as we have both lost our lin- 
in our state of North-Carolina, is nearly at an | gams—and [ trust I shall follow you to the 





end. Indeed the money-begging business | 
which has been carried on under pretence of 
promoting religion, has fallen into such disre- 
pute, and become so odious to the people, that 
the beggars can hardly expect to obtain eneugh 
to pay themselves ; and the Board of Missions, 
at their meeting in 1825, passed a resolution 
that no missionary beggar should have more 
than He collected, and whatever he collected o- 
ver his wages should belong to the Board. 
Hence, as the begging business has become not 
only disgraceful but is rendered so very unter- 
tain in a pecuniary point of view, we may nat- 
urally conclude that the trade of begging for 
thissions, in these parts at least, has nearly come 


to a close. 
A SUBSCRIBER, 


HINDOO STORY. 
The Priest and his Disciple—One day a! 
disciple of Siva wishing to sacrifice to his lin-| 
gam,* left it by the side of a tank, while he | 
went to gather flowers for the offering : & mon- 
key seeing it, snatched it up, and carried it off. 
The disciple after searching for it in vain, went 
to his djangoumat with tears in his eyes ; “ A- 
las !” cried he, “I have lost my /ingam, what 
shall Ido?” “Wretch,” eried the priest,— 
“thou hast lost thy God ! then thou hast only 
to prepare todie. Nothing but thy death can 
appease the wrath of Siva.t The only favor 
that can be granted thee, is to choose one of 
three kinds of death—that thou shouldest pull 
out thy tongue, or be suffocated by the steam 
of incense, or drown thyself. Choose them,— 
and choose speedily. 
““Well then,” said the disciple, “since I must 
die, 1 should prefer drowning myself to the oth- 
er, kinds of death, for then I cap advance into , 





paradise of Siva.” He then approached the 
priest, and seizing him, protested he would di¢ 
with him ; while the priest, pale and tremb. 
ling, regarded his wicked disciple for some 
time Without speaking. At last he said, “Well, 
after all, where is the great harm of losing alit- 
tle stone image, not wortha farthing. Come 
to my mata, where I have got an assortment of 
lingams; we will take one apiece, and nobody 
will ever be the wiser.” 


* An Indian idol, 
+ Priest. 
1 Death is the penalty of losing a lingam. 


THE NEW YEAR, 

“* So teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” 

The right use of reason teaches us the pros 
priety of reviewing the actions of each day, 
that we may improve and regulate our conduct 
on the next; and as we are brought to the close 
on another year, we ought to reveiw the past ¢ 
bring our actions to the test of reason, to be 
tried by conscience and the laws of Him who has 
given us this faculty and rule oflife. 

Moses in the above psalm, from an affecting 
view of the shortuess of time, prays that we 
may be taught to“ number our days,” to note 
the shortness and uncertainty of life, to review 
the manner in which we have employed out 
days, that we may apply our hearts unto wis 
dom in future. Whedom crieth aloud to the 
sons of men,” to remember her counsels, tu re- 
flect on the present, to review the past, and to 
resolve for the future. And what time is more 
suitable than the clase of the year to attend to 





her voice,and commence with the new year # 9 


f 


reformation of lives ? 
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= hant is admonished by sdom Wp, bave a friend to cheer, anda companion to 
tte pa as well as his whe Be aoth the solitary hours of grief and pain ! Sok 








has he? 
kept his account so that they will meet thé itude and disappointment enter into the history 


approbation of his own conscience, and bear) of every man’s life, and he is but half provided 
the inspection of the great Judge of all? Has for his voyage, who finds but an associate for 
he endeavored to promote the good of his fel-’ happy hours while for his months of darkness 
low creatures by the exercise of benevolence, as and distress, ao sympathizing partner Is prepay 
much as to gratify his own desires? edi. 

To the Mechanic, and laboring man, wisdom _ Prudence and foresight can neither ward off 
calls in like manner to examine his past life.— | the stroke of disease, nor prevent the calami- 
Has he employed his time and ingenuity. with | ties which are ordained by Heaven. Afflus 
faithfulness and industry to the good of himself | ence cannot purchase release from pain, nof- 
and the community ? Hus he been just in all | coola fever in the blood; yet there is an ear 
his dealings, frugal and temperate in his life? | opened to the married man’s complaints ; a 

Wisdom calls to the Farmer,also, to num-| heart ready to sympathize in his sorrows ; an 
ber his days: te remember the winter of old | eye bedewed with tender drops of compassion ; 
age, when he must be gathered “to the house | and a life that is absolutely bound up in his: 
appointed for all living,” where he can neither | and as enjoyment derives additional relish from 
sow or plant, but must reap the fruits of his la- | anticipation, somisery loses the poignancy of 


bors. its barb in the bosom formed for sympathetic 
I might enlarge, but as people are not pa | kindness.— Weekly Messenger. 

crally fond of long sermons, f£ shall conclude | dittinthi 

with the following piece of moral history. | Cruelty to the brute creation.—He who can 


A certain eastern prince, who had lived to a look with rapture upon the agonies of an unof- 
good old age, and was blessed with a prosper- fending and unresisting animal, will soon learn 
ous and peaceful reign, kept a regular account to look _ the suffering of a fellow creature 
of his transactions every day, and found upon with indifference ; and in time he will acquire 
a review of the whole, but five happy days! the power of viewing with triumph, if that fel- 
viz. the day he was married, the day his son low creature should become the victim of his 
was born, the day he ascended the throne, the resentment, be it just or unjust. But the 
day after he obtained a certain victory, and thé minds of children are open to impressions of eve 
day he forgave a great enemy. ow ery sort, and indeed wonderful is the facility 
this I think the voice of wisdom is direc with which a judicious instrutor may habituate 
the batchelor ; if he is not too old, like this them to tender emotions. I have therefore, 
prince he may enjoy all these, and many more always considered mercy to beings of an infe- 
hapvy days: first let him marry a wife, then rior species, as a virtue which children are 
he will enjoy a little kingdom to govern, “ rul- yery capable of learning, but which is most dif- 
ing his own house well :” a victory he may ob- ficult to be taught if the heart has once been 
tain over his own passions and propensities ; familiarized to spectacles of distress, and has 
to which may be added, as a christian duty, been permitted either to behold the pangs of a- 
“ the forgiveness of his enemies.” _ny living creature with cold insensibility, or to 

| inflict them with wanton barbarity.—Dr. Parr. 
CONJUGAL FELICITY. | 


Of all the gratifications human nature can! On the éiitrance'to knowledge —Knowledge 
enjoy, and of all the delights it is formed to 1m- will not be won without pains and application : 
part, none is equal to that which springs from some parts of it are easier, some more difficult 
a long tried and mutual affection. The hap- of access: we mist proceed at once by sap and 
piness which arises from conjugal felicity is battery; and when the breach is practicable, 
capable of withstanding the attacks of time, you have nothing to do, but to press boldly on 
grows vigorous in age, and animates the heart and enter: itis troublesome and deep digging 
with pleasure and delight, even when the vita) for pure water, but when once you come to tht 
fluid can scarcely force a passage through it. spring, they rise and meet you: the entrance 

No man ever prospered in the world without into knowledge is oftentimes very narrow, dark; 
the consent and co-operation of his wife, lethim and tiresome, but the rooms are spacious, 
be ever so frugal, industrious or successful ; all and gloriously furnished ; the country is ad- 
avails nothing if she is unfaithful to his trust, or mirable, and every prospectentertaining. You 
profusely squanders in pleasure and dissipation need not wonder, that fine countries have strait 
those sums which toil and application gained ; avenues, when the regions of happines, like 
but if she unites,in mutual endeavors, or re-, those of knowledge, are impervious and shut to 
wards his with an endearing smile, with what’ lazy travellers. 
confidence will he resort either to his merchan-, Common things are easily attained, and, no 
dize or farm ; fly over lands: sail upon the , body values what lics in every body’s way :—~ 
seas ; meet difficulty and encounter danger— | what is excellent is em out of ordinary reach 
if he knows that he is not spending his strength ; and you will easily be persuaded to put forth 
in vain, but that his labor will be rewarded by | your hand to the utmost streich, and reach what+ 
the sweets of home. How delightful is it to | ever you aspire at,—F elton. 
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MORALITY AND RELIGION. 


Of all the dispositions and habits which leadif@t 


to poHiical prosperity, religion and morality are 


indispensable supports. In vain would that} 


man claim the tribute of patriotism, who should 
labor to subvert these great pillars of humap 
happiness, these firmest props of the dutie 
men and citizens, The mere politician, equa 
ly with the pious man, ongbt to respect amete” 
cherish them, A volume could not trace all 
their connexions with private and public felig. 
city. Let it simply be asked, where is.gh 
security for property, for reputation, for life, if 
the sense of religious obligation desert ihe oaths, 
which are the instruments of investigation in 
gourts of justice? And let us with caution in- 
dulge the supposition, that morality can be 
Maintained without religion. Whatever may 
be conceded to the influence of refined educa- 
tion on minds of peculiar structure, reason and 
experience both forbid us to expect that na- 
ticnal morality can prevail in exclusion of reli- 
gious principle. 

Tis substantially true, that virtue or morali- 
ty is » necessary spring of popular government. 
The rule indeed extends with more or less 
force to every species of free government.— 
Who, that is a sincere friend to it, can look 
with indifference upon attemps to shake the 
foundation of the fabric. 

Premote, then, as an object of primary im- 
portance, institutions for the geweral diffusion 
ef knowledge, In proportion as the structure 
of a government gives force to pubic opinion, 
it is essential thet public opinion should be ene 
lightened.— Washington. 

Industry is sometimes poor, because, as the 
prophet Haggai says, she put the wages ipto a 
purse with holes, 

Fathers should not help their sons too much 
when young, Jet them browse while their teeth 
are good, Yet-Dr. Franklin did well to estab- 
lish prudent, but indigent, young men in trade, 
to be reimbursed hereafter ; because, when a 
pump is dry, water must be poured in at the 
top before any can come up from the botiom. 

There isa kind of man who will not do as he 
himself wishes to, lest he should please some- 
body. 


HOPE. 

s+ Hope springs eternal in the human breast 
from the disappointments of a thousand plans 
matured with the intense application of every 
faculty of the mind, and sustained by a loug 
series of painful exertions, hope rises untired 
to new struggles with the vigor of Pheenix 
from its ashes. 


1”? 


I seldom see a noble building, or any great 

iece of magnificence or pomp, but I think, 

litle is all this to satisfy ambition, or to 
§)) the idea of an immortal soul! 


Qld men for the most part are like old chren- 


3 





| 





, that give you dull, but true accounts. of 
nes past, and are worth knowing only on thaj 
ore, 
Those people only will constantly trouble 
you with doing little offices for them, who beast 
deserve you should do any. 

‘Amusement is the happiness of those who 
eannot think. 
Every mar has just as much vanity as he. 
lacks understanding.— Pope. 


rae 
; Ee procs crosses oceans, scales mountains, 
and traverses deserts with greater ease thay 


the Seythian abaris, and, like him, rides upog 
a poisoned arrow. 


When we are in company of sensible men, we 
ought to be doubly cautious of talking too muck 
lest we lose too good things, their good opinion 
aud our own improvement, and disclose one 
thing which had better have been concealed, 
our self-sufficiency, for what we have to say, we. 
know, but what they have to say, we know not, 


(> To rar PATRONS OF THE FIFTH VOLUME, 

After mature reflection, we have thought 
best toteztend the time for our friends to pay 
in advance, until the first day of February next, 
Till then, One Dollar and Fifty Cents, erp 
closed in aletter, addressed to J. Guiteau , oe 


'P. M. Buffalo, Erie Co. N. Y. will be receiv 


in fall for the Fifth Volume. Post Masters 
may direct to the editors, as that will save exe 
pense. Our agents are requested to notify sub: 
scribers of this arrangement. 

Eps. Gos. Apv, 


POETRY. 














From THE ReForMER. 
THE LIGHT OF TRUTH. 
I saw a star of eriform lichtness, 
It rose from the horizon’s dim distant view 3 
It seem’d like a star of an ever fixed brightness, 
And I said, itis God whom my forefathers knew. 
Still larger it grew, and still nearer it came, 
In its lustre increas’d like the grandeur of day; 
Like a hallo of light from the temple of fame, 
It fix’d on my brow, then my soul seem’d to say. : 
And is it, oh! Father, thy life and thy glory ? 
Havel known thee no more’midst the japse of my years® 
[ have heard of thee often, and read thee in story, 
But, alas! it increas’d not my love, but my fears. 
Had I known thee but more, then my love bad beem 
stronger, 
All glory he thine in my sweéet filiation ; 
Aud the star ofits lustre, be it darken’d no longer, 
Till envelop’d in light is each kindred and wae 
*. 
H. A. SALISBURY, PRINTER. 
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